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PRESS RELEASE 

 

New canning line 

 

Cervecería y Maltería Quilmes and KHS continue 

decades-long cooperation 

 

• Efficient and flexible: brewery meets strong demand with new canning 

line for beer 

• High-performance filler and new packing systems and palletizers 

optimize production processes 

• Regionalization strategy and remote-control service key factors 

 

Dortmund, February 6, 2024 – In the ongoing trend for beverage cans in 

South America Cervecería y Maltería Quilmes, one of the oldest 

breweries in Argentina, continues to trust in the reliability and 

efficiency of its partner of many decades KHS. The AB InBev subsidiary 

has now fully replaced a glass line at its facility in Buenos Aires with 

KHS technology for can filling and packaging. Quilmes recently 

invested in the high-capacity KHS Innofill Can DVD can filler plus 

several packers and palletizers, among other equipment. 

 

Quilmes – both the brewery and the beer – is one of the most popular 

beverage brands in South America and has gone for a distinctive Argentinian 

image, with the packaging for its well-known classic lager even designed in 

the colors of the national flag: light blue and white. The brewery has German 

roots, however; it was founded in the capital of Buenos Aires at the end of 

the 19th century by a businessman from Cologne, Otto Bemberg. The 

company now belongs to beverage giant AB InBev, that with an almost 60% 

market share is a key player in the South American beverage industry. Both 
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enjoy long-term business relations with KHS that in the case of Quilmes date 

back around 50 years. 

 

Strong local partner 

The brewery’s most recent investment is also the result of this reliable 

cooperation. “Quilmes approached us with their wish for a new canning line 

in order to better meet the growing demand in this segment,” says David 

Servio. The decision to award the Dortmund turnkey supplier the contract 

was an easy one, as the KHS key account manager for AB InBev South 

America emphasizes: “Besides running our own production site in Brazil we 

also maintain a tight-knit local sales and service network made up of 

experienced specialist personnel. This means that we were able to deliver 

and commission the new machines quickly. Quilmes really appreciates this 

competitive advantage.” The extremely professional project management on 

both sides also played a central role in the successful installation of the line. 

“Here, everything went hand in hand,” Servio smiles. 

 

Extra flexibility: can filler for all beer varieties and formats 

In addition to KHS’ strong regional presence, the machinery’s high degree of 

efficiency and flexibility also had the Argentinian brewer convinced. The 

Innofill Can DVD currently has a filling capacity of 90,000 cans per hour – 

although this rate can be considerably increased, with the high-performance 

filler capable of a maximum output of 135,000 containers per hour. The 

machine’s special hygienic design makes for high product quality and safety 

during filling. Furthermore, the volumetric filling principle permits exact filling 

accuracy and fast product changeovers. “Our can filler can easily process all 

varieties of beer in the Quilmes portfolio. It’s just as flexible when converting 

over to the various formats, with the 350-milliliter size the most popular at the 

moment,” states Servio in reference to the preferences of local consumers. 

The biggest market by far is Argentina, with the brand nevertheless also very 

popular in Chile, Brazil, Paraguay and Uruguay. “We consider this project to 
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be a major success for AB InBev, for of all the canning lines we’ve 

commissioned in the same period in various parts of the world, this one had 

the strongest ramp-up and far exceeded the expected volume. It also 

satisfies all of the requirements of our global technical specifications and our 

worldwide quality standards,” stresses Marcelo Petramale, global manager 

for packaging engineering and CapEx at AB InBev. 

 

Optimum packaging quality in the dry section 

By way of supplement to the new line, Quilmes also invested in two 

packaging systems. One is the Innopack Kisters SP shrink packer that 

achieves reliable, high-quality packaging results with its shrink technology. 

The second is the Innopack Kisters PSP pad shrink packer that allows the 

brewery to gently wrap its packs either in film only or on pads and in film, 

giving it added flexibility. 

 

With its Innopal PB NF non-returnables palletizer KHS has installed powerful 

technology with a low-level pack feed that palletizes a range of different 

packs. The dry section is rounded off by the Innopal AS H depalletizer that 

with its cutting-edge servotechnology keeps maintenance down to a 

minimum and gently feeds the new containers to the packaging line 

practically loss-free. 

 

First-class service in all phases of the project 

From order processing to installation and from the test phase to 

commissioning of the new canning line the project had the extensive support 

of KHS’ local experts. One of their important tasks was to train Quilmes’ 

operators. “Our employees were instructed on all machines in two phases, 

both before and after commissioning,” says Paulo Zeferino, AB InBev 

implementation coordinator for ZBS South America Zone. Should the 

brewery need further support from KHS, it can trust in the engineering 

company’s remote-control system. “This service is a huge help with 
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maintenance or minor repairs. We can rest assured that KHS will provide us 

with support at any time quickly and efficiently without actually having to be 

on site,” Zeferino states. “And should more intensive maintenance or larger 

repairs be necessary, our KHS colleagues aren’t that far away.” 

 
For more information go to: 

www.khs.com/en/media 

 

Subscribe to our newsletter at: 

https://www.khs.com/en/media/publications/mailing-and-

newsletterservice 

 

Pictures and captions 

(Source: Pedro Ferreira) 

 

Image download: https://KHS.dphoto.com/album/z8c4li 

 

Innofill Can DVD 

Efficient and flexible: the Innofill Can DVD at Quilmes currently has a filling 

capacity of 90,000 cans per hour. This can be increased to a maximum of 

135,000 cans per hour if required. 

 

Innopack Kisters SP 

The Innopack Kisters SP shrink packer provides top, reliable packaging 

quality and is highly flexible regarding the pack size. 

 

Cans in shrink film 

Quilmes Brewery recently replaced a glass line with a new KHS canning line 

to cater for the growing trend for the beverage can. 
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Line operation 

The operator team at the Argentinian brewery is perfectly trained to work on 

the new line. 

 

Quilmes 

Quilmes is one of the oldest beer brands in Argentina – with German roots. It 

was founded in Buenos Aires at the end of the 19th century by a 

businessman from Cologne.  

 

Long-term partnership 

Cooperation strengthened (from left to right): David Servio, KHS key account 

manager for AB InBev South America, Paulo Zeferino, AB InBev 

implementation coordinator for ZBS South America Zone, and Gustavo 

Drasal, service manager for KHS Argentina. 

 

Marcelo Petramale 

“We consider this project to be a major success for AB InBev, for of all the 

canning lines we’ve commissioned in the same period in various parts of the 

world, this one had the strongest ramp-up and far exceeded the expected 

volume. It also satisfies all of the requirements of our global technical 

specifications and our worldwide quality standards,” stresses Marcelo 

Petramale, global manager for packaging engineering and CapEx at AB 

InBev. 
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About the KHS Group 

 

The KHS Group is one of the world’s leading manufacturers of filling and packaging 

systems for the beverage and liquid food industries. Besides the parent company 

(KHS GmbH) the group includes various subsidiaries outside Germany, with 

production sites in Ahmedabad (India), Waukesha (USA), Zinacantepec (Mexico), 

São Paulo (Brazil) and Kunshan (China). It also operates numerous sales and 

service centers worldwide. KHS manufactures modern filling and packaging systems 

for the high-capacity range at its headquarters in Dortmund, Germany, and at its 

factories in Bad Kreuznach, Kleve, Worms and Hamburg. The KHS Group is a 

wholly owned subsidiary of the SDAX-listed Salzgitter AG corporation. In 2022 the 

KHS Group and its 5,002 employees achieved a turnover of around €1.291 billion. 
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Media contact 
 

KHS GmbH 
Sebastian Deppe 
(external PR consultant) 
Phone: +49 251 6255 61243 
Fax: +49 251 6255 6119 
Email: presse@khs.com 
Website: https://www.khs.com  

KHS GmbH 
Eileen Rossmann 
(external media consultant) 
Phone: +49 711 26877 656 
Fax: +49 711 26877 699 
Email: eileen.rossmann@mmb-media.de 
Website: https://www.khs.com  
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